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The Roman Bridges

Mario P. Petrangeli
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Bridge of ships

N7,

Marco Varrone ( 116-27 BC) planned to cross the
Adriatic sea from Otranto to Apollonia (Albania) (about
50 km)

Caligola ( 1° century AC ) built a bridge of ships about
5000 m long crossing the sea from Baia to Pozzuoli
(Naples).
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Wooden bridges

A modern italian railway bridge
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ooden trestle bridge, 400m long
crossing the Rhine river
built by Caesar (55 BC) in 10 days

0 cross marshes or very soff
soils
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Foundations
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Ponte Cestio
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Ponte Emilio
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Upstream face: mainly with cutwater, sometime circular
Downstream face: circular or plane
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Different types of arch
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One of the oldest example of Etrurian Bridge
(Ponte Camillario ) near Viterbo

Alcantara
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Salamanca
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A modern version of an ancient shape

Details to handle and to connect stone blocks
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Types of centreing

Ponti Fabricio e Cestio on
the back; the ruins of
ponte Emilio on the left
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Ponte S. Angelo

Ponte S. Angelo
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A fascinating history lasting more than two thousands years

Ponte Fabricio
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